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DRONFIELD 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL 

REPORT 

of  the 

HEALTH  OF 
DRONFIELD 

for 

1948 


By  JOHN  REID  GRAHAM,  M.B.,Ch.B.,D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  YEAR  1948 


Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  present  my  annual  report  on  the  health 
of  the  district  for  the  year  1948, 

The  vital  statistics  show  an  improvement  on  the 
previous  year  the  rate  being  42.73  per  thousand  compared 
with  50  per  thousand  the  previous  year. 

Again  it  is  gratifying  that  there  have  been  no  mater- 
nal deaths. 

July  of  this  year  saw  the  introduction  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act.  Dronfield  Urban  District,  in  common 
with  other  neighbouring  authorities,  had  hoped  that  certain 
powers  would  bo  delegated  to  them  or  to  a body  representing 
a number  of  the  neighbouring  sanitary  districts  but  this  has 
not  been  done  and  all  duties  are  administered  from  the  centre 
at  Derby. 

There  are,  ‘^however,  new  duties  devolving  on  the 
Council  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948;  the  duties 
are  dealt  with  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

In  conclusion  1 take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Council  for  their  support  and  for  the  help  always  readily 
rendered  by  my  colleagues. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant^ 

JOHN  R.  GRAHAM, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CON  DITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA 


BIRTH  RATE 

16.04  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  population* 
16.18  per  1000  (Live  and  Still)  births. 

DEATH  RATE  ' 

9.32  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  population;, 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 

From  Sepsis,  Nil. 

From  other  causes  Nil. 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 

All  Infants  per  1000  Live  Births  42.73' 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  Legitimate  Live 
Births  ' 42.73 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000  Illegitimate 
Live  Births  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil, 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Gough  (all  ages)  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil. 

BIRTHS  IN  DRQNFIELP  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Live  Births  Males:  Total  60— Legitimate  59 

Illegitimate  1 

Females:  Total  57— Legitimate  56 

Illegitimate  1 

Still  Births  Males:  Total  1— Legitimate  1 

Illegitimate  Nil 

Females:  Total  Nil— Legitimate  Nil 

^ Illegitimate  Nil 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 

Males:  Total  4— Legitimate  4 

Illegitimate  Nil 

Females:  Total  1— Legitimate  1 

Illegitimate  Nil 


HOUSING  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


This  year  has  seen  at  least  the  very  worst  problems 
of  overcrowding  settled.  While  there  is  still  a,  great  need 
for  houses  and  this  need  will  continue,  all  the  cases  of  gross 
overcrowdingi  the  aftermath  of  war,  have  been  re-housed. 

There  still  remains,  however,  the  sub-standard  house 
and  many  in  the  demolition  category  to  be  dealt  with. 


When  houses  are  available  to  rehouse  the  families 
from  Clearance  Areas  etc.,  the  problem  of  dealing  with  this 
type  of  property  while  requiring  a lot  of  time  on  formalities, 
etc.,  is  comparatively  straightforward'. 


Dealing  with  the  sub-standard  house  which  can  be 
made  fit  witl  major  repairs  and  alterations  gives  rise  to  many 
difficulties.  It  is  hoped  that  the  clause  in  the  New  Housing 
Bill  now  before  Parliament  whereby  loans  are  made  available 
to  landlords  (under  certain  conditions)  will  facilitate  this  work. 

There  is  no  lack  of  employment  in  the  district  and 
one  feature  which  is  quite  noticeable  is  that  Dronfield  is 
tending  to  become  more  and  more  a dormitory  town.  I 
have  no  statistics  but  there  must  be  a large  proportion  of  the 
residents  who  work  in  Sheffield.  ' 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 


Table  showing  the  number  of  specimens  sent  from  the 
Urban  District  of  Dronfield,  and  examined  at  the  County 
Laboratory,  Derby, 


Enteric  group  of  organisms 
Prucellla  Abortus 
Diphtheria 
Vincent’s  Angina 
Haemolytic  Streptococci 
Sputa  for  Tubercle  Badljli 

• Water 

Milk 

• Methylene  Blue,  Routine  Samples  3 

Bacillus  Coli  — 

• Phosphatase  Test  — 

Tubercle  Bacilli-Inoculation 

Test— Routine  Samples  — 

Minister  of  Agriculture  — 

Miscellaneous  — 


Positive 

1 

5 


Negative 


5 

19 

2 

15 

1 

5 


9 


55 


* Pos— Unsatisfactory. 
Neg— Satisfactory. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


1948  shows  an  increase  in  the  notifications  of  infec- 
tious disease,  with  the  exception  of  diphtheria.  One  case 
was  notified  during  the  year.  Scarlet  fever  showed  an 
increase  of  9 notifications  compared  with  the  previous  year; 
measles  98  notifications  as  against  68  the  previous  year,  and 
whooping  cough  15  compared  with  one. 

No  deaths  were  attributable  to  any  of  these  diseases.' 


Disease 

Total 

Number 

Notified 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

— 

■ 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

8 

— 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

■ — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

■ — 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Polio-Myeljtis 

... 

.... 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica; 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

4 

— 

1 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum  i 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

98 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cougli  j 

IB 

1 

— 
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TUBERCULOSIS  RETURN  FOR  1948. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths  j 

Age  period 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonarj 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 & over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 & over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  & over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  & over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35  & over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

45  & over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

, — 

- 

55  & over 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  & over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

- 1 

Not  Primary. 

Not  Notified. 

Cases  included 

above 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 
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Birth  Rates,  Civilian.  Death  Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Mater- 
nal Mortality  and  Case  Rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in 
the  Year  1948  Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Re- 
turns. 

126C.B’s  148SmaUer 
England  and  great  Towns  Resi-  London 
and  Towns  dent  Popula-  Adm.  Dronfield 

Wales  including  tion  25,000 — Connty  U.D.C. 

London  50,000,  at 
1 93 1 Census 

BIRTHS  Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population. 


20.0 

0.52 


19.2 

0.43 


20.1 

0.39 


16.04 

0.13 


Live  Births  17.9(a) 

Still  Births  0.42(a) 

DEATHS 

All  causes  10.8(a) 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid  0.00 

Whooping  Cough  0.02 

Diphtheria  0.00 

Tuberculosis  0.51 

Influenza  0.03 

Smallpox  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
and  Polioenoephalitis  0*01 

Pneumonia  0.41 

NOTIFICATIONS  (Corrected) 
Typhoid  Fever  0.01 

Paratyphoid  fever  0.01 

Cerebro  spinal  fever  0.03 

Scarlet  Fever  1.73 

Whooping  Cough  3.42 

Diphtheria  0.08 

Erysipelas  0.21 

Smallpox  — 

Measles  9.34 

Pneumoina  0.73 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  0.04 


Acute  Polioencephalitis  0.00 

Rates  per  1,000 

DEATHS 

All  causes  under 

1 year  of  age  34(b) 
Enteritis  & Diarrhoea 
under  2 years  of  age  3.3 
Rates  per  1,000 


11.6 

10.7 

11.6 

9.32 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

o.bo 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.59 

0.46 

0.63 

0.41 

0.03 

0.04 

0.02 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.38 

0.36 

0.54 

0.13 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.00 

1.90 

1.82 

1.37 

1.50 

3.51 

3.31 

3.13 

2.05 

0.10 

0.09 

0.10 

0.13 

0.23 

0.21 

0.22 

0.00 

9.75 

8.84 

9.17 

13.44 

0.84 

0.60 

0.57 

0.54 

0.05 

0.04 

0.04 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Live  Births 


39  32  31  42 

4.5  2.1  2.4  0,00 

Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  (Corrected). 

Puerperal  fever  and 

pyrexjia  6.89  8.90  4.71  7.34(c)  8.47 


Maternal  Mortality 

in  England  and  Wales. 

Rates  per  1000  I'otal 

Rates  per  million 

(Live  and  Still)  Births. 

women  aged  15-44 

140  Abortion  with  Sepsis 

0.11 

9 

141  Abortion  without  Sepsis 

0.05 

4 

147  Puerperal  infections 

0.13 

142-146,  148-150  Other 

maternal  causes 

0.73 

(a)  Rates  per  1,000  total  population. 

(b)  Per  1,000  related  births. 

(c)  In  London  Puerperal  fever  alone  wa^  0.61 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  the  DRONFIELD 
URBAN  DISTRICT  DURING  1948. 


Male 

Female 

All  causes  

52 

26 

Typhoid  and  Parat  Fevers 

0 

0 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  

0 

0 

Diphtheria  

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  resp,  system 

3 

0 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  diseases  

0 

0 

Influenza  

0 

0 

Measles  

0 

0 

Ac.  Polio-myel.  & Polio-enceph.  ... 

0 

0 

Ac.  Inf.  Enceph 

0 

0 

Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  & Oesoph.  (M) 

Uterus  (F) 

0 

2 

Cancer  of  Stomach  & Duodenum  ... 

2 

0 

Cancer  of  Breast  

0 

1 

Cancer  of  other  sites 

8 

1 

Diabetes  

0 

0 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

5 

5 

Heart  Disease 

17 

9 

Other  dis.  of  circulatory  system  ... 

0 

0 

Bronchitis  

3 

2 

Pneumonia  

1 

0 

Other  resp.  dls.  

2 

0 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  

0 

0 

Appendicitis  

0 

0 

Other  Digestive  diseases  

0 

1 

Nephritis  

2 

1 

Puer.  and  Post- Abortion  Sepsis  ... 

0 

0 

Other  Maternal  Causes  

0 

0 

Premature  Birth  

0 

0 

Con.  Mai.  Birth  Inj.  Infant  Dis.  ... 

4 

1 

Suicide 

1 

0 

Other  Violent  Causes 

1 

0 

■Road  Traffic  Accident  

0 

0 

All  other  causes  

3 

3 
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TREATMENT  CENTRE.  POOLSBROOK 

Number  of  Cases  329 
SCABIES. 


Adults 

5—15 

under‘  5 

Total  1 

Chesterfield  R.D.C. 

86 

46 

29 

161 

Clay  Cross  U.D.C. 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Clowne  R.D.C. 

24 

10 

6 

40 

Dronfield  U.D.C. 

2 

3 

1 

6 

Staveley  U.D.C. 

21 

7 

5 

j3 

135 

67 

41 

243 

HEAD  LICE. 

Chesterfield  R.D.C. 

— 

6(6) 

2(2) 

m) 

Clay  Cross  U.D.C. 

— 

1(0) 

— 

1(0) 

Clowne  R.D.C 

— 

5(5)1 

— 

— 

Dionfidd  U.D.C 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Staveley  U.D.C. 

— 

12(12) 

— 

12(12) 

24(23) 

2(2) 

26(25) 

SCABIES  (with  verminous  heads. 

1 

Chesterfield  R.D.C. 

4(3) 

14(8) 

8(5) 

26(16) 

Clay  Cross  U.D.C. 

1(0) 

1(0.) 

— 

2(0) 

Clowne  R.D.C.  , 

1(0) 

4(2) 

— 

5(2); 

Dronfield  U.D.C. 

— 

— 

Staveley  U.D.C. 

— 

1(1) 

1(1) 

2(2) 

6(3) 

20(11) 

9(6) 

35(20) 

Add  10  Cases  Misoellaneous. 

37  Cases  diagnosis  not  confirmed. 

13  Cases  Fed,  Pubis  (All  adults,  8 Chesterfield,  4 
Staveley,  1 Clowne). 


60 

Note:— The  numbers  in  brackets  refer  to  those  on  whom 
live  lice  were  found. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  supply  has  been  adequate  in  quantity  and  quality. 

Samples  are  taken  at  regular  intervals  by  the  N.F. 
Derbyshire  Joint  Committee’s  officials  and  by  your  own  san- 
itary inspectors.  Any  unsatisfactory  samples  are  reported 
immediately  to  the  department  concerned  so  that  remedial 
measures  can  be  taken. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT.  1948 

This  Act,  which  came  into  force,  sees  the  final  break 
up  of  the  existing  poor  law. 

The  provisions  of  the  Act  which  concerns  this  Council 
most  are  contained  in  Sections  47  and  48. 

In  circular  87/48  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
guidance  is  given  to  local  authorities  on  their  duties  under 
the  Act,  and  below  are  paragraphs  82-84'  inclusive,  which 

deal  with  removal  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 
“82— The  powers  wTiich  a number  of  local  authorities  at 
“present  possess  under  local  Acts  to  remove  certain  persons 
“from  insanitary  conditions  are  now  replaced  by  powers 
“conferred  by  Section  47  on  the  councils  of  all  county 
“boroughs  and  county  districts,  and  in  London  on  all  sani- 
“tary  authorities. 

“In  the  case  of  persons  who 

“(a)  are  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease,  or,  being 
“aged,  infirm  or  physically  incapacitated,  are  living  in 
“insanitary  conditions,  and 

“(b)  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not 
“receiving  from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention. 

“the  authority  may,  on  the  written  certificate  of  their  medi- 
“cal  officer  of  health,  apply  to  the  court  of  summary  juris- 
“diction  for  an  order  for  a person’s  removal  to  and  deten- 
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“tion  in  a suitable  hospital  or  other  place  (e.g.  residential 
“accommodation  provided  under  the  Act), 

‘83— Such  a certificate  can  be  given  by  the  medical  officer 
“of  health  only  after  thorough  inquiry  and  consideration/ 
“not  only  (of  the  interests  of  the  person  concerned;  buti 
“also  of  the  risk  of  injury  to  the  health  of,  for  serious 
“nuisance  to,  other  perisons. 

“Application  to  the  court  must  be  made  by  the  local  author- 
“ity  and  not  by  the  medical  officer  of  health. 

“84— An  order  may  be  made  for  the  person’s  detention  for 
“a  period  not  exceeding  three  months  in  the  first  instance], 
“but  this  period  may  by  order  from  time  to  time  be  extended 
“by  a further  period  not  exceeding  t three  months. 

“Provision  is  made  empowering  the  court  to  revoke  an  order 
“on  application  made  by  or  on  behalf  of  the  person  concern-i 
“ed  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  six  clear  weeks  from 
“the  making  of  the  order”. 

It  is  to  be  noted  in  paragraph  83  that  not  only  are 
the  interests  of  the  persons  concerned  to  be  taken  into  con-' 
sideration  but  the  effect  of  their  presence  on  other  persons. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  this  Act  in  the  Urban 
District  during  the  six  months  it  has  been  in  operation. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR  and 
CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENTS 
ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR 
ENDING  31st  DECEMBER.  1948. 

Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Report 
on  the  work  of  the  Department  during  the  year  1948. 

HOUSING. 

This  is  a subject  which  naturally  strikes  the  most 
obvious  note  with  any  local  authority  today.,  During  the 
year  the  local  authority  had  99  houses  handed  over  for  occupa- 
tion, as  follows:— 

46  B I S F on  Snape  Hill  Site, 

22  B I S F on  Carr  Lane  Site. 

31  Brick  type  houses  on  Snape  Hill  Site. 

During  the  same  period.  Demolition  Orders  were  serv- 
ed on  two  houses,  and  on  one  semi-permanent  caravan.  One 
house  was  closed  voluntarily  by  the  owner. 

Private  enterprise  completed)  12  houses  during  the  year, 
a total  increase  of  dwellings  for  the  12  months  of  107,  giving 
an  approximate  total  of  2191  houses  altogether. 

HOUSEHOLD  REFUSE  COLLECTION  DISPOSAL  AND 
SALVAGE.  I 

This  work  was  carried  on  with  due  regard  to  the 
necessity  for  recovering  as  much  raw  materials  as  possible,^ 
without  seriously  handicapping  the  household  refuse  collection 
service,  which,  when  all  is  said  and  done  about  salvage  ,is 
the  major  consideration. 

A total  of  107  additional  houses  were  added  to  the 
number  to  be  cleared  each  week,  and  while  we  have  endeav- 
oured to  maintain  a seven  day  collection,  snow,  sickness, 
holidays,  etc.,  upset  the  round.  As  the  team  on  collection 
has  now  reached  the  limit  and  as  more  houses  are  finishedi. 
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I am  afraid  the  seven  day  collection  will  become  a thing  of 
the  past.  The  answer  to  that  of  course,  is  the  provision  of 
another  refuse  vehicle,  and  splitting  the  town  into  two  areas. 

The  following  total  will  give  some  idea  of  the  salvage 

effort : 


Materials  collected  & sold 

Tons 

cwts 

Qrs, 

Waste  Paper  

47 

3 

2 

Kitchen  Waste  

33 

9 

2 

Bottles  and  Jars 

(33*360  bottles  and  jars  estimated) 

13 

14 

1 

Rags  

2 

13 

1 

Bones  

\ 

10 

3 

Scrap  Iron  

7 

19 

0 

Non-ferrous  metals  

— 

3 

2 

Cinders  

6 

17 

— 

Total  weight 

112 

10 

3 

This  resulted  in  an  income  of  £573-16-6  which  is  an 
increase  of  £85  over  that  of  the  preceding  year. 


DISPOSAL. 

The  tip  now  being  used  will  last  until  approximately 
the  end  of  March,  1949.  The  provision  of  a new  site  is  in 
hand,  the  new  site  being  2 fields  situate  on  Wreakes  Labe',, 
between  the  road  and  the  railway. 

The  method  of  tipping  to  be  employed  there  is  known 
as  controlled  tipping,  a short  description  of  the  method  being 
as  follow^ 

All  refuse  as  it  is  tipped  is  sorted.  Everything  found 
saleable,  paper,  rags,  bottles,  bones,  tins  ,etc.,  are  all  taken  out 
and  the  other  refuse  turned  down  the  tip  face.  Each  section 
of  the  tip  must  not  be  tipped  to  a greater  i depth  than  6 ft,, 
each  succeeding  1 ayer  being  treated  in  the  same  way,  with  all 
the  sides  being  sealed  by  soil,  road  sweepings,  etc. 
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In  this  manner,  all  possibility  of  nuisance,  tip  fires,  etc., 
is  removed. 

CONVERSIONS. 

During  the  year  this  job  was  kept  going  as  fast  as 
possible,  with  the  result  that  13  middens  and  1 pail  ) closet 
were  done  away  with  and  26  water  closets  provided  in  lieu, 
It  is  hoped  that  during  1949  all  the  middens  where  sewers  and 
water  are  available  will  be  converted  to  water  closets. 

Where  sewer  and  water  are  not  available,  it  is  intend- 
ed to  convert  the  middens  to  pail  closets, 

CESSPOOLS. 

The  emptying  of  these  atrocities  is  done  on  request; 
but  under  the  most  favourable  conditions,  they  are  far  from' 
pleasant.  i 

Messrs  Gleeson’s  started  work  laying  a new  sewer 
up  Stubley  Lane  in  August  this  year.  When  this  work  is 
completed,  the  major  portion  of  Dronfield  Woodhouse;  will 
then  be  sewered,  leaving  only  a few  scattered  premises  out- 
side the  range  of  the  water  carriage  system, 

FOOD  & DRUGS  ACT,  1938, 

Ice  Cream  Regulations. 

The  following  premises  were  registered  for  the  .sale  of 
pre-packed  cream. 

(1)  Mrs  Mundy,  10a  Scarsdale  Road,  Dronfield. 

(2) '  Mr  W.  H.  Sharpe,  32  Chesterfield  Rd.,  Dronfield. 

CONDEMNED  FOOD  STUFFS. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 

5 stones  of  bream. 

3 stones  of  cod. 
li  stones  of  halibut. 

2 stones  of  plaice. 

i lb.  chocolate  nougats. 

40  lbs.  of  boiled  sweets. 
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MILK  SAMPLING. 

The  following  milk  samples  were  submitted  to  the 
County  Laboratory  for  examination,  results  as  below: — 

14  samples  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

3 samples  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

6 samples  satisfied  the  guinea  pig  Test. 

1 sample  of  pasteurised  milk  satisfied  the  phospha- 
tase. 

In  the  case  of  the  3 samples  which  failed  to  satisfly 
the  test,  the  producers  concerned  were  informed  and  advised 
accordingly. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

One  Slaughterman’s  Licence  was  renewed,  and  2 new 
Slaughtermen’s  Licences  were  granted  during  the  year. 

There  is  no  Slaughterhouse  in  the  area  in  general  use, 
but  one  Slaughterhouse  is  used  under  the  authority  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food  for  the  slaughter  of  private  pig  keepers’ 
pigs. 

PETROLEUM  ACTS. 

Fourteen  licences  were  granted  for  the  storage,  of 
petroleum  spirit,  and  one  licence  for  the  storage  of  calcium 
carbide. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT. 

Sewers— Two  treatments  of  the  sewers  were  carried 
out  during  the  year,  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries  requirements. 

PRIVATE  PREMISES. 

Only  four  treatments  of  private  premises  were  found 
to  be  necessary  during  the  year,  these  being  satisfactorily 
treated. 

REFUSE  TIP  AND  SEWAGE  WORKS. 

Regular  attention  is  given  to  all  the  premises  under 
the  Council’s  junsdiction,',  and  treatment  is  carried  out  by 
poisoning  and  gassing,  as  required. 
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Taking  the  area  as  a whole,  the  rat  problem  is  not 
a serious  one  by  any  means. 

RECORD  OF  VISITS  AND  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  DURING 


THE  YEAR. 


Conversion  of  privy  middens  to  water 

closets 

Visits 

...  135 

Ashpits  converted  to  dustbins 

...  16 

Defective  water  closets  

...  • ■ • 

. . . 

...  29 

Defective  pail  closets  

...  ... 

. . * 

1 

Choked  drains  

...  ... 

« . . 

...  31 

Defective  drains  

...  ... 

. . 

...  35 

New  drains  

...  ... 

...  22 

Drain  testing 

...  ... 

...  19 

Cesspool;s  

... 

...  37 

Defective  dustbins  

... 

... 

...  206 

General  housing  defects  

... 

...  222 

Council  house  maintenance 

...  ... 

... 

...  445 

Housing  applications 

...  390 

Refuse  collection  and  salvage 

... 

...  198 

Re  Surveyor’s  duties i 

... 

...  30 

Building  licences  

...  29 

Land  Charges  enquiry  

... 

...  20 

Water  sampling  



... 

...  22 

Water  supplies  

... 

...  29 

Factories  Sanitary  Accommodation 

... 

... 

...i2  1 

Alleged  dirty  houses 



8 

Verminous  premises 



...  17 

Food  preparation  premises 



...  23 

Infectious  diseases  

... 

...  19 

Offensive  smells  



... 

5 

Petroleum  licences  



...  18 

Piggeries  



7 

Ice  Cream  Makers  and  Retailers  ... 

• • V 

8 

Common  Lodging  Houses 



... 

...  21 

Nuisances  from  Animals,  Poultry  etc. 



... 

17 

Housing  Act,  1936  



... 

15 

Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938 



... 

41 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  ... 



... 

41 

Places  of  Entertainment  



... 

4 

Miscellaneous  

... 

...  39 

WORK  DONE. 

Number  of  middens  converted  to  water 

closets 

... 

...  13 

Number  of  middens  converted  to  pail  closets  ... 

... 

2 
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Number  of  pails  provided  for  above 

Water  closets  repaired  

Choked  drains  cleared  

Houses  affected  

Defective  drains  repaired 

New  drains  constructed  


Vent  stacks  erected  ... 

Rain  water  pipes  erected 
New  drains  tested  ... 

New  manholes  constructed 
Manholes  repaired  ... 

Trapped  gullies  fixed... 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired 
New  sinks  fitted 
Ashpits  replaced  by  dustbins 
Dustbins  supplied 
House  chimneys  repaired 
House  roofs  repaired... 

New  eves  spouts  fitted 
House  floors  repaired... 

House  doors  repaired 
House  wallplaster  repaired 
House  ceilings  repaired 
House  fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed 

House  windows  re-corded 

House  windows  repaired 

Yards  repaired  

Staircases  repaired 

Burst  water  pipes  repaired 

Premises  disinfected  after  infectious  diseases 
Handrails  fitted  to  staircases 
Skirting  boards  renewed  ... 

Damp  proof  courses  inserted 
Draining  boards  repaired  ... 

Hot  water  cisterns  repaired 
Offensive  smells  remedied 


2 

11 

14 

23 

3 

314  ft.  of  G ins. 

694  ft.  of  4 ins. 

ft.  56 

ft.  66 

23 

15 

5 

8 

7 

5 

15 

120 

7 

16 

ft.  451 

5 

3 

19 

13 

10 

10 

5 

5 

2 

7 

16 

2 

ft.  40 

^ 

1 

1 

3 


E.  M.  HOUSECROFT, 

' Sanitary  Inapeetor. 
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